“ALL SNOW IS GOOD SNOW,” MY
father, Buck, would say. T he subtext
of Dad’s carchphrase was that your
worst day of skiing is berter than
your best day of doing pretty much
anything clse. The nuanced message
within that depended on its use.

First of all, his very declasaion tha “All
smow is good smow ™ implicd thet there
was somniething better than the current
atfering. For Dad that gold standiard was
powder, Spedi hwa Iiv the “unbroken,” andd
more specifically champagne powder al
the top of the Fobacks in Juckson Hole, in
late January or cardy February.

Al smenw i oo snow™ was often
deplned to preempt mutiny in challenging
comditions. It saxd, “There will be oo
whining fmm you..or you or vou o yoa!”
As weekend warrioes, we did net have the
luxury of picking our days on the dopes. |
can only imagine the agita from mohilizing
four kids to be on snow every weekend
morning. Whining would not have helped

“Allsnow is pood snow™ wasa “Love
the one you're with” phikesophy, urging
my siblinggs and me to appreciate the
artributes of every kind of snow: Skerr
cement for taming steeps; sheer e for
learnimyg control; and treacherous crid foe
mproving balance. This mantra extended
bevond snow to things like weather and
even company walking into our Squaw
Valiev home. Mom and Dad wekomed
cvery wayward skier who showed up on
thetr doorstep at “Hotel Cahtornia,” where
skl talk covered the rens for visitors,

Perhaps most powertully, “"All spow 3=
good snow” was anaffirmation that we
were made of strong studE It was a verbal
winkina tense moment that satd. *1 know
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vou can <o this, because youre 2 true skier.
You're in the tribe”

About 2 year ago Buck. at 85 wook his
L=t run, chow n KT 2t Squaw onto the
locker room dedk, where he collapsed in
cinliac arrest. Tt was a fitting exicfora
rean whose gretest pleasures were skilng,
wittching skiing, and alking about skiing,.
That does help me come o terms wich the
loss, Bt it doesn't stop me from wishing
b band one more sceson, especially this
season, which has sirangely (cosmicalhv?)
coaspired] o b an epic onc

“This bittersweat interplay of wistfulness
and gratinxd: started i Buck’s memorial
last spring, when (ricnds muthered o
take 1 “Run for Buck” from the top of
Squaw. The run morphed into a massive
people skalom, where lricnds and rekatives
wone tgret e, grins wide, ina constant
procession ol joy cown the hill. Teould
imagine Buck smiling while clipging my
tails to take the Gistest line.

Shortly thereafter came word that
Sqquaw would host @ World Cup (f) this
season. Forman who banked serious
hours following every level of ski racing
on television, Live-Timing, and Sprongo.
having a2 Work] Cup linish in view of
his kecker would have been momentous.
He conld have discussed i all with one
of the finest coaches in the kuxd, whoss
bunking at Hotel California this seasoa.

On top of all that,an FKast Coast
grandchild may Gnally rce a Sguaw this
season, and his snowboanding grandehik]
has come hack to two planks Officially
now, when it comes toskiing, all of Buck’s
kids and grandkics Gl somewhere along
the continuum from merely enthusinstic
o pathologically obsessed.

Just betore the season startad, the
revised Squaw Valkey Master Plan assunad
preservation of the locker room. ad
would have celebeated this news mightily
because that was his sacred space.'The
best part of the best days began and ended
among his Jocker-room neighbors.

Damn! This vear of planetary
alignment seems a croed mony, but maybx:
that’s the way it rofls: When we've lived 2
good hife, we alwavs want one more vear,
or one more run, The experiences of this
scason make me miss Huck even mone, hul
the privilege of enjoving them akso nukes
me sonile. That privikege—membenship
in the skung tribe—was his gift toour
family. Someday, when my kids tell their
Kids that "All snow 15 good snow™ they
won just be making a statement. They 1
be passing ona legacy.

Edlie Thys Morgan 1s o Squese Valley miphiy
miie furned reo-rime U 8. Ofympian. Sk
foes n New Hampsbire seith ber e send
sbi-racing sons.
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